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Foreign companies are 

subjected to several risks 

when exporting products to 

China, working together with 

Chinese suppliers, licensees 

and distribution partners and 

employing local personnel. 

Their goal in this respect 

should be the protection of 

important technologies, 

product designs and names in 

a way suitable to prevent and 

reduce the risks typical of 

doing business in China.  

In order to achieve this goal, 

extensive prevention 

measures, continuous 

monitoring of the Chinese 

market for potential 

infringements of your rights 

and efficient enforcement 

strategies are necessary. 



Prevention, 

monitoring and 

enforcement. 

OUR CONSULTING APPROACH 

Prevention:  

 

We offer consultation for the 

establishment of a Chinese 

intellectual property portfolio 

and devise extensive 

application, development 

and licensing strategies 

together with our clients.  

 

 

Monitoring:  

 

Relevant IP rights are 

constantly monitored by us.   

Enforcement:  

 

In case of infringement we 

coordinate enforcement 

measures before Chinese 

courts and administrations. 

Our strength lies in the 

conception and consequent 

implementation of 

enforcement strategies that 

are adapted to the specifics 

of the case. With this 

approach we could already 

prove in many cases that 

foreign right holders can 

successfully enforce their IP 

rights in China. 
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OUR FOCUS 

Our department for 

intellectual property in 

Shanghai is mainly active in 

the field of trademark and 

patent rights. A particular 

specialization has shown in 

the field of industrial design 

protection, where our team 

has made a name for itself in 

the protection of designs in 

the automotive industry, 

among others.    

 

In addition to the application, 

exploitation management 

and enforcement of IP rights, 

another strength of our 

practice is the synopsis of IP 

aspects with issues of 

company, contract and tax 

law.  

Our colleagues in the IP 

department of our Hamburg 

office ensure that infringing 

products will not enter the 

European market. They have 

extensive experience with 

custom confiscations and the 

enforcement of rights on 

exhibitions.  



Services 

SNB provides 

regarding patent 

rights. 

PATENT RIGHTS 

• Supervision of patent 

applications and 

examination procedures; 

 

• Freedom to operate 

searches; 

 

• Prior art search and 

evaluation; 

 

• Validity search; 

 

• Infringement analysis; 

 

• Drafting of contracts and 

contract negotiations for 

patent and know-how 

licenses, as well as 

research & development 

contracts and the 

subsequent legal project 

monitoring; 

• Conception and 

implementation of patent 

enforcement strategies; 

 

• Our technical 

competence in the patent 

field covers electrical, 

mechanical, chemical and 

pharmaceutical 

technologies. 



Services 

SNB provides 

regarding 

trademark rights. 

TRADEMARK RIGHTS 

• Consultation for the 

conception of 

trademarks in Chinese 

characters; 

 

• Consultation regarding 

contractual aspects of 

trademark exploitation; 

 

• Supervision of 

application procedure; 

 

• Trademark searches and 

monitoring; 

• Conception and 

implementation of 

enforcement procedures; 

 

• Advice regarding 

opposition procedures, in 

particular against 

trademark applications in 

bad faith. 



More 

services SNB 

provides 

regarding 

intellectual 

property rights. 

FURTHER FIELDS OF 

CONSULTATION AND SERVICES 

• Prosecution of trademark 

infringements by domain 

name grabbing, 

including arbitration 

procedures before the 

CIETAC; 

 

• Copyright; 

 

• Unfair competition and 

protection of trade 

secrets; 

 

• Pharmaceutical law, food 

law and industry 

standards; 

 

• Product liability; 

• IP strategy; 

 

• IP due diligence as part 

of company acquisitions 

or regarding important 

business partners and 

competitors. 



We assist 

foreign licensors 

in technology 

transfer projects 

by drafting 

contracts, 

attending 

negotiations with 

Chinese licensees 

and providing 

assistance for the 

necessary 

registration 

procedures in 

China. 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 

European investors have 

recently started to outsource 

their research and 

development activities to 

their subsidiaries in China. In 

this regard we provide 

advice on all aspects of the 

internal patent practice as 

well as the conception and 

drafting of R&D contracts 

and formulation of suitable 

patent application strategies.  

We assist foreign licensors in 

technology transfer projects 

by drafting contracts, 

attending negotiations with 

Chinese licensees and 

providing assistance for the 

necessary registration 

procedures in China.  



Examples 

of our work are 

as follows.  

REFERENCES (1) 

• ‘Bus Design’ 

 Successful consulting and 

representation of a German 

vehicle manufacturer as 

plaintiff in a design patent 

infringement procedure 

before a Beijing court 

against a Chinese bus 

manufacturer. The case has 

been named by ‘Managing 

IP’ as one of the most 

important IP cases of 2009 

worldwide. The journal ‘IP 

Asia’ has chosen the case as 

one of the ‘landmark cases’ 

in China for 2009.  

 

• ‘Mounting Frame‘ 

 Consulting and 

representation of the 

Harting Technology Group 

in a patent infringement 

procedure against a 

Chinese manufacturer. The 

Chinese opponent has been 

found guilty of infringing 

the patent of Harting and 

sentenced to compensate 

damages amounting to 

300.000 RMB, as well as the 

cost of the procedure of 

100.000 RMB. 

 



Examples 

of our work are 

as follows.  

REFERENCES (2) 

• ‘Hinge for Eyeglasses’  

  Consulting and 

representation of a German 

manufacturer of eyeglasses 

as plaintiff in a civil lawsuit 

before a Beijing court 

against a Chinese 

competitor for the 

infringement of a process 

patent. Precedent regarding 

the determination of the 

protection scope of Chinese 

process patents (see GRUR 

Int. 2008 issue 1).  

 

• ‘Non-woven Fabric’ 

  Consulting and 

representation of a well 

known German 

manufacturer of non-woven 

fabrics as plaintiff before 

the Patent Revision Board 

regarding the invalidation 

of a unlawfully applied 

utility model by a Chinese 

competitor. The opponent‘s 

application has been 

identified before the 

introduction of our client‘s 

product on the Chinese 

market and the ‘stolen’ 

utility model has been 

invalidated.  

 



IPR HELPDESK 

SNB Asia Practice is proud to announce that 
our partner, Dr. Jörg-Michael Scheil, has 
been appointed as an expert to the panel of 
the China IPR SME Helpdesk. Dr. Scheil’s 
appointment has been made in recognition 
of his long-standing and continuous 
involvement in IP matters in China and his 
extensive expertise in this field, including his 
successful work on some landmark cases 
such as the MAN Neoplan v. Zonda bus 
design patent infringement case, which was 
awarded as one the most important global IP 
cases of the year 2009. 
  
The IPR Helpdesk is a European Union (EU) 
funded project which aims to support 
companies from the EU in both protection 
and enforcement of their intellectual 
property rights (IPR) in Asia.  
  
If you would like to learn more about the 
China IPR SME Helpdesk or need guidance 
with respect to an IP issue related to your 
China business, please do not hesitate to get 
in touch with our team in Shanghai.  
https://www.china-iprhelpdesk.eu/ 

https://www.china-iprhelpdesk.eu/
https://www.china-iprhelpdesk.eu/
https://www.china-iprhelpdesk.eu/
https://www.china-iprhelpdesk.eu/


• Urheberrechtlicher Schutz für Ausländer in China (Recht 

der internationalen Wirtschaft, Beilage 2, 6/96) 

 

• Praxis und Problem der Anmeldung von Schutzrechten in 

der Volksrepublik China, GRUR Int. 1996, 999 

 

• Neue Vertriebsformen, insbesondere Franchising, im 

Einzelhandel der VR China,   GRUR Int. 1998, 782 

 

• Lücken beim Schutz von Betriebsgeheimnissen in China, 

Aktuell Asia Heft 11/2007, 31  

 

• Competition through Patenting, Business Forum China 

Heft 06/2008, 60 

 

• Neue Einflussfaktoren wirken auf Patentpolitik, China 

aktuell  Heft 11/2008, 35 

 

• Neueste Entwicklungen bei Patentverletzungsklagen in 

China,  

 sic! – Zeitschrift für Immaterialgüter-, Informations- und 

Wettbewerbsrecht 2010, Heft 10, 750, 

 

• Die Verfolgung von Patentverletzungen in China - 

Überblick über Vorgehensmöglichkeiten nach der 

 Neuesten Rechtslage, Mitteilungen der deutschen 

Patentanwälte 2010, Heft 12, 574, 

 

• Die Verfolgung von Verletzungen gewerblicher 

Schutzrechte in Vietnam nach den neuesten Vorschriften, 

 Mitteilungen der deutschen Patentanwälte 2011, Heft 7/8 

By Dr. Jörg-

Michael Scheil. 

 

PUBLICATIONS (1)  



• Entwurf der Maßnahmen zur vorrangigen Prüfung von 

Patentanmeldungen in China, 

 sic! – Zeitschrift für Immaterialgüter-, Informations- und 

Wettbewerbsrecht 2012, 351 

 

• Aktuelles aus der VR China – Die strategische Bedeutung 

von Patentnichtigkeitsanträgen, 

 Mitteilungen der deutschen Patentanwälte 2013, 263 

 

• Auswirkungen des neuen chinesischen Markenrechts auf 

ausländische Markeninhaber, 

 Mitteilungen der deutschen Patentanwälte 2014, 218 

 

• Aktuelles aus der VR China – Entwurf einer Neuregelung 

zum chinesischen Arbeitnehmererfinderrecht, 

 Mitteilungen der deutschen Patentanwälte 2014, 312 

 

• Neuer Patentrechtsentwurf und IP-Gerichte – Neueste 

Entwicklungen im chinesischen Patentrecht, 

 Mitteilungen der deutschen Patentanwälte 2015, 362 

 

• IP-Schutz wird gestärkt - Neue Entwicklungen im 

chinesischen Patentrecht, China  Contact, 

 Heft 06/2015, 41  

By Dr. Jörg-

Michael Scheil. 
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YOUR CONTACT PERSONS 

Dr. Jörg-Michael Scheil 
Practice Areas:  

China and Vietnam  

Partner, Shanghai and HCMC 

jm.scheil@snblaw.com 

Corinna Rindfleisch 
Practice Areas:  

Intellectual Property Law, IT Law, 

Contract Law, and Competition Law 

Partner, Hamburg 

c.rindfleisch@snblaw.com 

Prof. Dr. Ralf Imhof 
Practice Areas:  

Intellectual Property Law, IT Law, 

and Contract Law 

Of Counsel, Hamburg 

r.imhof@snblaw.com 



SHANGHAI 
Suite 2302 

International Trade Center  
2201 Yan An Road (West)  
200336 Shanghai / VR China 

Tel +86(0)21 62 19 83 70 
Fax +86(0)21 62 19 68 49 

HO CHI MINH CITY 

Suite 702, 7th Floor  
Empire Tower 
26-28 Ham Nghi Street,  
District 1 
Ho Chi Minh City / Vietnam 

Tel +84(0)28 62 85 49 49 

Fax +84(0)28 62 54 96 66 

 

HAMBURG 
Baumwall 7 
20459 Hamburg 

Tel +49 (0)40 36 97 96 0 
Fax +49 (0)40 36 20 88 

ROSTOCK 
August-Bebel-Straße 11 
18055 Rostock 

Tel +49 (0)381 45 48 60 
Fax +49 (0)381 45 48 614 
 
www.snb-law.de 
 

CONTACT 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/schulz-noack-b-rwinkel
https://www.xing.com/companies/schulznoackbärwinkel-asiapractice
https://www.facebook.com/schulznoackbarwinkel/

